
  

 

  All Saints’ C of E First School 

Cheadle Road, Leek, Staffordshire, ST13 5QY 

Tel: 01538 714915 

Headteacher: Mrs. E Allbutt 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Lots of you may be feeling overwhelmed by everything that's happening at the moment. The prospect of your children 
being at home for such a lengthy period of time is daunting, as is the thought of being responsible for their education until 
we return to normal. Believe it or not, as a parent it is for me too. I wanted to just give my perspective on it all as a 
Headteacher, hoping this will help you.  
 
Things to remember: 
 

 This is an unprecedented emergency situation impacting on the whole world. You are not making a choice to 
home school.  Home schooling is planned for, considered and a life choice. The most you could say at the moment 
is that we are trying distance learning. In reality, none of us know what we're doing and what's right and wrong 
here. But we’re trying to work it out as we are going along. 

 

 You always have been your child's primary educator. If you decide that your child isn't going to engage with 
anything sent home and is going to spend the entire period baking, watching TV, or playing in the garden then 
that is your choice. There is nothing to stress or feel guilty about. 

 

 We don't know quite what to do either! We’ve had no notice, no preparation time it’s not possible to simply send 
our lessons home. We’re glad really, because we would be out of work. 

 
We have made a decision to put lots of activities, work, games and useful websites on our learning platforms. We’ve done 
that to give you a huge amount of options. We’ve added Maths and English work, which we will keep adding each week, 
we’ve added online activities and games (like Education City) which will keep your child ticking over with things they have 
been doing in school. But we’ve added lots and lots – way more than your child could possibly do. So please, don't try. 
Everything is there as a help if you need it. Just do what you can when you can, and use what we’ve suggested if you need 
to. The links and activities that continue to appear on BGfL, Education City and Facebook are suggestions and ideas 
because we want to support you as much as we can. Use them if they help, but don’t use them if you don’t want to.  
 
If you are worried your child will ‘fall behind’, try not to. All children learn at different rates. It's almost impossible for my 
teachers to differentiate at the moment. The activities we are setting is mostly revision and reminder work. If children 
could all learn new concepts without specific teaching, you wouldn’t need us.  
 
If you’re not doing any of the work we have suggested with your kids, and ‘all’ they're doing is building Lego, cooking and 
playing outside, remember that all of that is valuable learning.  If you have three different lots of work with 3 kids of 



 

 

different ages, that’s hard. If they're old enough, try to get them to do little bits independently. Otherwise try to do 
something they can all engage with, reading a story together, some free writing, baking etc. 
 
We don’t have an expectation of a ‘minimum’ amount of work. This situation is unprecedented and is, hopefully, 
something that we will never have to experience again.  However, if you do want a guide, we would love for your children 
to have: 
 

 A bit of reading every day (independent, a bedtime story, an audiobook, online stories etc) 

 Some free writing now and then. Maybe a diary or writing to a friend. Maybe even writing to us. You could take a 
photo and email it to us.  

 A bit of practical hands on maths from time to time. Maybe measuring when baking, setting up a shop in the 
garden, some maths games we’ve added to Education city. 

 Some fine motor work. Lego, cutting, playdough, tidying up small toys. 

 Some Physical exercise everyday (PE with Joe is on Youtube every morning) 

 Some art/music when you can. Doesn't need to be guided. 

 Some time to ring or facetime their friends. 
 
 
Most of the things above you do as parents all the time. The activities we’re posting regularly, are for when you are 
looking for ideas and support. The packs of work are for you to dip in and out of as needed. They are not there to plough 
through. 
 
Keep us in touch with your children. If they want us to see what they’re doing (home learning or not) send us a picture. We 
are adding them to facebook to stay together as a school. Children are enjoying seeing pictures of their friends whilst they 
can’t see each other in person. If they’re old enough, get your child to email their class teacher (or me) to show or tell us 
what they’ve been doing. We’ll try our best to reply, and we’ll add points to their online sticker chart (J2Stars).  
 
Above all, stay safe. We are missing the children and are so looking forward to having them all back with us as soon as it’s 
possible. 
 
With Warmest Wishes, 
 
Liz Allbutt 
Headteacher 
 



 

 

 


