Reading
Assessment
Grids
Attainment Expectations.
This assessment system uses four 'bands' of attainment: Entering, Developing, Secure and Greater Depth.
Learners who are assessed to have met age related expectations at the end of the year will be judged to be
Secure. The assessment grids are designed to be used as a visual, best-fit model. As a guide for teachers, at
least half the objectives within each band should be achieved to be judged as working within the band, and a
very large majority should be achieved to be working at the '+' stage within the band.

YEAR ONE

Word reading

Entering

Entering +

Developing

Developing +

Apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words.

Apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words.

Apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words.

Can hear and recognise 20+ phonemes.

Can hear and recognise 30+ phonemes.

Can hear and recognise all 40+ phonemes.

Identifies 20+ graphemes in reading.

Identifies 30+ graphemes in reading.

Can blend sounds in unfamiliar words (CVCs)

Can blend sounds in unfamiliar words based on known GPCs.

Reads words with familiar ending ‘s’.

Reads words with familiar endings ‘ing’ and ‘ed’.

Identifies all 40+ graphemes in reading.
Knows when to use phonic knowledge to decode words.
Blends sounds in unfamiliar words.
Reads common words using phonic knowledge.
Reads words with familiar endings ‘es’, ‘er’ and ‘est’.
Reads words with more than one syllable that contain taught GPCs.

Finds contractions in reading.
Reads phonically decodable texts.

comprehension

Secure

Reads words with contractions.
Reads phonically decodable texts with confidence.

Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocab and understanding.

Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocab and understanding.

Knows that there are different kinds of books.

Knows the difference between a story book and an information book.

With encouragement, says if it reminds them of something that they
have experienced.

With encouragement, says if a story reminds them of other stories or
of something that they have experienced.

Links what they have read or heard to their own experiences with
more confidence.

Knows some key stories.

With support, can retell stories.

Can retell key stories using narrative language.

Joins in with repeated key phrases and patterned language.

Recognises and joins in with predictable phrases.

Recognises poems and rhymes.

Knows some poems and rhymes by heart.

Identifies unfamiliar words and asks about meaning.

Discusses the meaning of unfamiliar words, linking them to words
already known.

Understand both the books that they can already read accurately and fluently
and those that they listen to by:

Understand both the books that they can already read accurately and fluently
and those that they listen to by:

Understand both the books that they can already read accurately and fluently
and those that they listen to by

Uses picture clues to support understanding.

With encouragement, uses prior knowledge to understand texts.

Uses prior knowledge (and background information provided by the
teacher) to understand texts.
Checks that the text makes sense as they read and self corrects as
necessary.
Can discuss the significance of the title and events.
Makes appropriate predications using their understanding of events
and characters.

With support, joins in with repeated key phrases.

With support, checks that the text makes sense as they read.
Can identify some events in a story.

Identifies the key events in a story.

Makes simple predictions based on events in a story.

Can predict what might happen on the basis of what has been read so
far.

With support, can answer simple retrieval questions.

Can answer retrieval questions about the book.

Developing: Yellow, Blue, Green

Book Band Guide:
Secure: Orange

Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocab and understanding.

Makes inferences on the basis of what has been read so far.
Explains clearly their understanding of what is read to them.

Exceeding: Turquoise

YEAR TWO

Word reading

Entering

Entering +

Developing +

Secure

Hears and recognises all 40+ phonemes.
Identifies all 40+ graphemes in reading.
Recognises syllables in words.
Reads words with familiar endings (es, er, est)
Reads all Year 1 common exception words.

Knows that familiar words do not need to be sounded out or blended.
Uses the graphemes taught to blend sounds.
Knows that breaking words into syllables helps fluent decoding.
Reads words containing common suffixes (ed, ing, y)
Reads at least half of the Year 2 common exception words.

Can decode automatically and reading is fluent.
Knows that some graphemes can be read in different ways.
Reads words of two or more syllables accurately.
Reads words containing common suffixes (ment, ness, ful, ly, less, tion)
Reads all of the Year 2 common exception words.

Reads phonically decodable texts with confidence.

Reads aloud books closely matched to their improving phonic
knowledge, sounding out words with developing accuracy and with
lessoning hesitation.

Reads aloud books closely matched to their improving phonic
knowledge, sounding out words with developing accuracy and with
lessoning hesitation.
Reads these books with fluently and confidently.

Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocab and understanding.

Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocab and understanding.

Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocab and understanding.

Knows that there are different types of stories.

Listens to and reads a range of different kinds of stories.

Is beginning to retell stories using narrative language.

Retells a developing range of stories with the key events in the correct
sequence.
Know that non-fiction books are structured in different ways and
knows how to find information.
Knows that stories and poems can have patterned or recurring literary
language.
Is beginning to recite or perform a poem making the meaning clear.
Is beginning to find and discuss favourite words and phrases.

Makes choices about what books to read and can explain why books
or stories are preferred.
Retells a wider range of stories including key events and characters.

Recognises some features for non-fiction texts and recognises that
these books are organised differently from fiction texts.

Comprehension

Developing

Recognises and joins in with predictable phrases.
Knows some poems and rhymes by heart.

Understand both the books that they can already read accurately and fluently
and those that they listen to by:

Understand both the books that they can already read accurately and fluently
and those that they listen to by:

Checks that the text makes sense as they read.

Checks that the text makes sense as they read and re-reads when the
meaning is lost.
Uses prior knowledge and reading experiences to understand text.

Knows what inference ‘reading between the lines’ means.

With support, can find inferences on the basis of what is being said
and done (characters’ feeling/thoughts/actions/behaviour).
Makes more considered predictions on the basis of what has been
read so far.
Participates in discussions about books and poems and takes turns.

Makes predictions about possible events.
Participates in discussions about books and poems.

Can independently find information needed in a non-fiction book and
can talk about several features of these books.
Can find patterned or recurring language in poems and stories.
Recites or performs a poem making the meaning clear.
Discusses and clarifies the meaning of words, linking new meanings to
know vocabulary.
Discusses their favourite words and phrases and knows that word
choices affects meaning.
Understand both the books that they can already read accurately and fluently
and those that they listen to by:

Checks that the text makes sense as they read and re-reads/self
Corrects automatically when the meaning is lost.
Uses the context to understand texts and asks questions to clarify
meaning.
Can find and explain inferences on the basis of what is being said and
done, giving reasons for characters’ actions and behaviour.
Makes appropriate predictions on the basis of what has been read so
far, including how characters might behave.
Participates in discussion bout books and poems, taking turns and
listening to what others have to say.

Book Band Guide:
Developing: Turquoise, Purple

Secure: Gold, White

Exceeding: Black

YEAR THREE
Word Reading

Entering

Entering +

Developing +

Secure

Can decode words using graphemes taught so far.
Can read words containing silent letters at the beginning.
Can read words with common suffixes (ment, ness, ful, ly, less, tion).
Reads all of the Year 2 common exception words.

Knows what a root word is and is beginning to understand how to use a
root words to help to read unfamiliar words.
Knows what prefixes and suffixes are and understands how they change
the meaning of a word.
Beginning to know that some words many have a similar pronunciation
but may be written differently.

Begins to use root words to help to understand the meaning of
unfamiliar words.
Uses prefixes and suffixes to read and understand the meaning of
unfamiliar words.
Knows that some words may have a similar pronunciation but may be
written differently.
Uses knowledge of unusual phoneme/grapheme correspondences to
read unfamiliar words.
Reads fluently texts consistent with ARE (brown level)

Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocab and understanding.

Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocab and understanding.

Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocab and understanding.

Makes choices about what books to read.

Demonstrates a knowledge of different kinds of books.

Is increasingly familiar with a wide range of narrative stories.

Understands that a sequence of events in a narrative is called a plot.

Identifies the plot in a narrative

Listens to a range of fictions, poetry, plays and non-fiction.
Understands that a dictionary tells us what a word means.

Watches and listens to performances of poetry and plays and is
beginning to discuss how the meaning is enhanced though
performances.

Compression

Developing

Understands that narratives can have differently structured plots and
can talk about different plot structures in narratives read.
Listens to and discusses a range of fiction, poetry, plays and non-fiction. Listens to and discusses a range of fiction, poetry, plays and non-fiction.
With support, is beginning to check the meaning of unfamiliar words by Often checks the meaning of unfamiliar words by using a dictionary.
using a dictionary.
Is beginning to identify themes and conventions in books by discussing Identifies themes and conventions in books and makes connections
similarities/differences in narrative stories.
between similar books and books by the same author.
Identifies that intonation tone, volume and action can be used to
enhance meaning.

Prepares poems (and playscripts) to read aloud and to perform showing
understanding through intonation, tone , volume and action.

Can talk about favourite words and phrases and knows that word choice Can find effective words in reading that writers have used to create
affects meaning.
effects and can discuss the meaning of words identified.
Knows that there are different forms of poetry.
Recognises and names different types of poetry that have been
introduced.

Can confidently explain why a writer has chosen specific words and
language and is beginning to use this in own writing.

Understand both the books that they can already read accurately and fluently
and those that they listen to by:

Understand both the books that they can already read accurately and fluently
and those that they listen to by:

Understand both the books that they can already read accurately and fluently
and those that they listen to by:

Checks that the text makes sense as they read and re-reads and/or self
corrects when the meaning is lost.

Checks understanding in any book/text read and asks questions to
ensure understanding of a text.

Checks understanding in any book/text read and asks questions to
deepen understanding of a text.

Can find and explain inferences on the basis of what is being said and
done, giving reasons for characters’ actions and behaviours.

Infers characters’ feelings, thought and motives from their actions.

Can explain how characters’ actions can tell the reader about their
thoughts, feelings and motives.

Makes appropriate predictions on the basis of what has been read so
far, including how characters might behave.

Uses a range of clues from the text to predict what might happen next.

Can give reasons for their predictions.

Is beginning to know that the organisation and layout of a book helps
the reader to understand it.

Is beginning to identify the main idea/s of a text.
Understands that the organisation and layout may be different
according to the purpose of the book.

Is beginning to identify the main ideas in paragraphs in a text.
Identifies the organisation and layout in books and can explain how it
helps the reader to understand it.

Can retrieve simple information from non-fiction texts.

With support, finds key words or information in non-fiction texts.

Can retrieve and record information from non-fiction texts.

Knows that words and language in poems create effects and discusses
the meaning of these,

Can read silently with sustained concentration.

Book Band Guide:
Developing: Black, Brown

Secure: Brown

Exceeding: Grey

YEAR FOUR

Word
Reading

Entering

Entering +

Developing

Developing +

Begins to use root words to help understand the meaning of unfamiliar
words.
Uses prefixes and suffixes to read and understand the meaning of
unfamiliar words.
Knows that some words may have a similar pronunciation but may be
written differently.
Uses knowledge of unusual phoneme/grapheme correspondences to
read unfamiliar words.

Consistently and fluently use knowledge of root words, prefixes and
suffixes.

Knows that unfamiliar words can be read by using knowledge of known
similar words (analogy).
Reads a wide range of texts fluently, consistent with ARE (dark blue)

Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocab and understanding.

Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocab and understanding.

Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocab and understanding.

Is increasingly familiar with a wide range of narrative stories.

Is increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including
myths and legends and can retell these orally.
Understands that stories have different plot patterns.

Can discuss a range of narrative stories introduced so far and consider
differences and similarities.
Knows that plots develop in different ways according to the plot
pattern.
Can explain the effect of patterned language used for effect.
Reads a wide range of books structured in different ways and reads for
a range of purposes.

Understands that a writer can use patterned language for effect.

Can find examples of patterned language used for effect.
Reads a range of books structured in different ways.
Often checks the meaning of unfamiliar words by using a dictionary.

Uses a dictionary to check or find the meaning of new words.

Identifies themes in books eg good v evil, journeys

Is beginning to identify themes and conventions in books (eg stories
with social, historical or cultural themes)
Can discuss how the meaning of poetry/playscripts is enhanced through Reads aloud poems and playscripts confidently, using intonation, tone,
volume and action.
performance.

Prepares poems and playscripts to read aloud and to perform showing
understanding through intonation, tone , volume and action.

Comprehension

Secure

Explains how the words and language used show atmosphere, mood or
feelings and is beginning to use ideas in their own writing.

Knows that words and language in poems create effects and discusses
the meaning of these.

Know that writers choose words and language to show atmosphere,
mood or feelings.
Recognises and names different types of poems which have been
introduced.

Understand both the books that they can already read accurately and fluently
and those that they listen to by:

Understand both the books that they can already read accurately and fluently
and those that they listen to by:

Understand both the books that they can already read accurately and fluently
and those that they listen to by:

Checks understanding in any book/text read and asks questions to
deepen understanding of a text.

Actively seeks the meaning of any words or language not understood.

Can explain how characters’ actions can tell the reader about their
thoughts, feelings and motives.

Can explain how characters’ actions can tell the reader about their
thoughts, feelings and motives and justifies inferences with evidence
from the text.

Actively seeks out the meaning of any words or language not
understood through questioning, discussion or independent use of
dictionaries.
Can empathise with a character and understands why a character
acted, responded or felt in a certain way.

Can confidently explain why a writer has chosen specific words and
language and is beginning to use this in own writing.

Can give reasons for their predictions.
Is beginning to identify the main ideas in paragraphs in a text.
Identifies the organisation and layout in books and can explain how it
helps the reader to understand it.

Can identify the main ideas in paragraphs in a text and knows that they
can be summarised in a sentence.
Knows that the organisation and layout of books vary according to the
purpose of a book.

Can retrieve and record information from non-fiction texts.

Explains the effect created by the poet’s choice of words and language.

Makes predictions from a text, justifying their reasons and by also using
knowledge from other books.
Identifies the main ideas in a paragraph and confidently summarises
these in a sentence.
Uses the organisation and layout of a book to find specific information.
Skims to find specific information on a page or in a paragraph.
Scans a page/paragraph to find key words or information.
Reads silently, with increasing stamina.

Can read silently with sustained concentration.

Book Band Guide:
Developing: Grey, Dark Blue

Secure: Dark Blue

Exceeding: none

